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creed, or under the influence of a powerful leadership.
It lifts its earthy head a few inches above its normal
stature, and then, exhausted, subsides again into the
semi-eternal mediocrity of its true nature. History is
a drab line between such gestures of inspiration.
This view adapts itself easily to a robust and
vigorous temperament in nearly all ages. Of Russia,
the man whose ideas are guided by some such con-
ception as this can say little more than: "Wait and see.
They .may have faith now, but they won't for long.
Human nature will one day come into its own. Classes
in the old sense will appear again, together with the
usual corruption, sloth and vice. There will, of course,
be a few more machines and hospitals, but otherwise
the world will just carry on in the old way."
Everyone has heard this view. It is the commonest
of all the attitudes of successful people to-day. Faith
in human nature, in the opinion of people who regard
mankind in this way, implies, not faith in the latent
ability of man to rise to higher levels, however such
levels are conceived, but a kind of sweet-tempered
attitude to the immutable frailty of humanity in general.
The successful man, especially the mart who is success-
ful in the modem sense of being a good salesman or
a clever speculator, in his kindly moments, regards his
humble neighbours as unfortunate in an unalterable.
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